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ST ANTHONY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
HANDWRITING POLICY
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resource: and, Lessony Planners as the basis of our handwriting policy as it covers all the
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At St Anthoruys, we believe thab neat; well-formed, handwsiting is an important, element, iy
encouraging children to hane sell-respect and, to- take pride irv their work: Childreny must; be
their work: Cursive handwniting teaches pupils to- joury letters and, words as o senies of flowing
mosvements and, patterns: We beliene that: using this style raises standards across the whole
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Y To develop accuracy and luency,

Y To help children recognise that handwiting s a Jorm of communications and: as such

? To establishy and maintain highs expectations Jor the presentation of writtery work:

Y For pupils to- understand; by the end of Year 6, the importance of neat presentations and, the
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To encourage children to take pride irv their works

To build irv cross~curnicular links to- broaden experience.
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aspire to:
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achievement, and, pride.

Irv order to achieae these aims, the Jollowing principles are Jollowed:

7 Handwriting s WWWWMWW groups or individually as
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? Palterns are used initially by writing withy o variety of tools ands using multisensony,

? Al teaching staff are encouraged to model the cursive style i all their handwiting,
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Pens, pencils and, resources
TeﬂphmusatheLeﬁen-jo{mHmdthng/deﬂne}mmendathtag@fo Y6. Inmﬂllg/la:g@
equipment, s used by Foundation Stage and Key Stage One children; smaller equipment; is
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are: arailable for pupils across the schooli When fine motor skills have been established a
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with fine motor skills; should: liaise with, the SENCO to- deselop ar programme designed, for the
individual child: Addihmabsuppmtsudva&m-to-mses&on&wiﬂw@deungAs&mt
mayy be necessary
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Right-handed pencil grip

Point away the pencil,  Pinch it near the tip, Lift if off the table, Spin it round... and grip.

Left-handed pencil grip

ey

Point away the pencil,  Pinch it near the tip, Lift if off the table, Spin it round... and grip.

Pupils should be taught, to- sit; correctly at: o table, holding o pencils comfortably, and, correctly,

Slﬂ:ingz position

Sit with a straight
back, not leaning over
the page

<

The table reaches to
below elbow height

v/

2

Sit right back
in the seat x

Keep feet flat
on the floor Pa
Pull the chair ha
close in to the
! table
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7 A writing tool which moves smoothly across the paper is used;



? Lefb-handed pupils shoulds sit to the lefy of o right-handed child so that they are not
competing for space;

¥ Extra pradice with left-to-right: exercises may well, be necessary before pupils wite left-
tor\ghtautomahwllg,
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Teachers are aware of the fach that & s very difficull for left-handed pupils to follow
handmriting mosements when o right-handed teacher models them:  Teachers demonstrate to

/ \

Letbeh medw&desebspm}wtask&&Ma&

Mazgxopatbem&

Magic Words

PhonicsMatch

Word, Search

Word, Bank

White it Rightl
CMWWWWMMWW@MWM@WO&W
WWMLMWPWme&M@MMWM

Paper.

A Y

ItwmwMM&Mmmdm%ndeWwammmmﬁmmdrm&rxgskﬂh
Therefore, neat; legible handwriting s a requirement i order to communicate v other
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Assessment; and, monitoring of standards
Handwsiting is assessed throughoub the year by, class teachers: The consistent; use and, teaching
and/Seniof\Lead.er\s}up’twm



Use of ICT
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teaching and learming of o consistent; handwiriting, style:
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¥ Video demonstration of the correct letter Jormation

Handmwiting and, Reading links
Inv school; children are exposed; to- bothy cursise and, print; styles; as well, as to- commercial, print:
around classrooms and schooly for example: display lettering, labels around, the classroom,

Role ()j’ ,u})éul leader:
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¥ Auditing and supporting colleagues i their CPD
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Parental, irmolmements

Parerts will be informeds of the: agreed: handwiting style. and. information, will, be. shared, with,
parents ot parents ewvenings inv EYFS and Key Stage One. 'St Anthonys Letter-joiny Home
Access will be: shared, with parents:
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Key Stage Teaching Expectations

In the Foundation Stage (Reception), childrer regulanly take part i activities to- develop gross

youngest pupils we also- teach, short handwwiting lessons onv o daily basis, which, wills include

-} Enhanmggxos&mo%&skdbw&vww-wmhxgpaﬁﬂw-makmgmdph&&mbm

¥ Exercises to demelop fine motor skills such, as mark-making on paper, whiteboards, sensory
b\o%&tpad&fﬂblei‘&eib
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further for Key Stage | expectations:

Lesson Planner Eanly Years - Printed, letters is o, lesson planner Jor our schools choice to start
Suppmhngmesowm&usugwpmnhed}onbmdud&

Al lower case letters and, words

Al of the, Phonics activities

Easy letters and words

Harder letters and, words

Aujg,anws,and;adimhes/

AW KS| worksheets

At’dwendq]l’fhwnwdul@ childrerv should, be able to- recognise and formv all. the printed;
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At Keyy Stage One (Years | and, &), children are taughty hows to- form bothy lower and, upper case

letters and, how- to- joury themy whilsty continuing to- demelop fine: and, gross motor skills using a
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¢ Starb and, Jinishy letters correctly i line with the Lether-join handwriting scheme (Start and,
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Y Be consistent, with the size: and, shape of. letters and, the spacing of letters and, words:
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printed, letters; numbers and, symbols, whilst reinforcing cursive handwriting using Letter-joirvs
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*  Printed letters
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Lesson Planner Module 3 Jor Year & includes lessons to improve letter Jormation and
irv readiness for KSI' SATs: The sections in this module comer:

84 Lebbeh}anulif,&
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Joining techniques
Swm
Dictation exercises

Tumes table Jacts

-} SPaG practice for KS| SAT&

Capital, letters stands alone and, are not joined, to- the next; letter: Childrery must practice starting
WMWWW@MWMWWwWW This
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At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6), childreny continue to- hare direct teaching and, regular practice
q]lhmd)m‘{hngz Wem}oothmtodmdop@dwond/ﬂumbsbélﬁamﬂ byzﬂ\&er\d/qflKe)éj
7 A neab legible hand Jor finished, presented, work:

7 A Jaster script Jor notes:
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their handwriting v line with the requirements of eachs lesson. This module comers topics such
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o the, curriculum

Lesson Planner Module 5 for Year b focuses on using handwsiting practice to- support other
WWMWWWMWWW%EW Maths, Science,
Geography, French and Spanish. Making suchy links: enables children to- apply the skills they, are
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Capital, letters stand, alone and are not joined, to the next letter. Children must practice starting
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KS& SATs SPaG practice
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Lesson Planner Module 6 for Year 5 continues to- build on combining fluent; handwaiting with
write ab lengths withy accurate spelling and punctuations With, Letter-joirvs wide range of

Lesson Planner Module 7 Vean6present&lwwmwiﬂvwmngeojﬁfﬂskswhﬂ\ethﬂyhmto
@sb*ong;f,eah.xm Chaﬂengxngdxdoﬁmomwdbm}m&pup&l& r\e)\»{&ng/mdjdweokmgzskxﬂs

Module 7 also contains a serles of worksheets to aid KS& SATs SPaG rewisions They are
dwgnedtosuppmtgw6p¢pdswm&eﬁngoxped&dsfandwd&ﬁonspdhng pun:iuahmand
By the end of this module, duldxms}wuld;b@obletoodaptt}\whandwwtﬁon@mng@ojl

handmriting s appropriate for a parﬁudmtash!lo& example, quick notes; o final handwritten,

ver\stmmum-lomedsbél@ wpxtablfﬁﬂ\&Aquflﬂ\mvwwhngzstgle&moov@ed;wﬂus
module.

Capital, letters stand, alone and are not joined, to- the next letter. Children must practice starting
senfences and writing names using o capital letter ands not joining the subsequent, letter: This

Conclusiorn

Al childrery should, be taught: o consistent, letter formation from EYFS and throughout the
school. This should be displayed, in emery classroom ands consulted regularly by staff and

childrery - pmhuﬂm{g(ﬁonﬂwselfﬁﬂ\&wﬂvavm@qﬁ}ownm
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Teaching and, Learing Policy

Marking and, Feedback Policy,

Special Educational; Needs Policy

ICT Policy

Equal Opportunities Policy
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Letter-joins 3t homel

Dear Parents,

Our school is now part of the Letter-join handwriting scheme and our pupils can log in to the
Letter-join website on iPads and tablets as well as desktop and laptop computers at home.
There you will find the same, easy-to-use handwriting resources that we use at school.

PC DESKTOP AND LAPTOP LOG-IN
Log in at www.letterjoin.co.uk and use the
Desktop log-in option with these details:
User name: wk9133

Password: home

PC Browsers:

Letter-join will work on the following browsers on PCs/Macs:
* Google Chrome

* Firefox

* Safari

Do not use Internet Explorer.

IPAD AND TABLET LOG-IN

Go to www.letter-join.co.uk and use the Tablet log-in option with these

Tablet/iPad Browsers:
Letter-join will run on the following tablets:
iPads running iOS7 and above through the Safari browser.

details: . Windows 8 tablets (8 inch and bigger) using the built-in browser.
User name: wk9133 o . Android tablets (8 inch and bigger) using Google Chrome, Firefox or
. ’ - o Opera.

Swipe code (starting at top left): oo o P

CHOOSING A CLASSROOM )
. . L. L. (Free Play j (Year 1/2A j [Year 5/6T )

Once logged-in, choose your child’s classroom and you can use Letter-join’s resources and fun activities to (Receptions ) (vearsias ) (Vearsjen )

reinforce the handwriting we teach at school. You can trace over the letters and words and play the games (Recestont ) (erar )

on your tablet. [Year 1/25 J LYear 3/4A J

We are limited to the number of users who can log in to this account, so please do not share these log-in (vear121 ] (vears/6s |

details.




HOME USERS GUIDE

Log-in .and get started
with Letter-join at home

[ Lottargoin I

Letter-join is the teached's companion for teaching cursive handwriting combining interactive
animations and worksheets for real handwriting practice.

Easy Letters Harder Letters

ol I* ke \J
dJ =

ey
s C7E )

Wt a1
reteail o |
\. J
Google Chrome Mozills Firefox Apple Safari

Letter-j0in is an advanced Web site that iz compatible with most intemet browsers
on desktop computers as Well as on iPads, Windows and Android tablets.

Intemiet EXpolrer and Microsoft Edge cannct display cursive fonts cOrrectly and are
not recommended for Letterjoin.
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Easy lot TR copit PR hose t ﬂ Magic Words R W Genarator
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1 Waord Bank
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n Phase & m ProaicsMateh
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n Phase 5 B Word Search
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3
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n About
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Choosing letters and

Letter-join work flow for Patterns, Easy Letters /" Y
Easy words, Harder letters, Hardef words.
Animations for individual letters include voiced instructions
and link to an accompanying practice worksheet. [
Fawder wards
. A
y '
[
Lli] wwel 7
Lﬁj D..d..J n.mhj Play ®
- \, B v,
Choose a letter to watch Animations with spoken
instructions

™
d Lr
Loy
-ltrmw
L

miiiil B G
—
Touch-screen activities for Practice worksheets
IWBS, iPads and tablets accompany all sections
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Ear\bé Years, Foundation Si‘ag,e

Colourful, touch-screen handwriting activities.

a Magic Words

Magic Pattern

Wora Bank

Write it Right!

Magic Patterns and
Magic Words

Under the Fun tab yourll find activities
designed to offer touch-screen tracing
practice for pupils at home.

Magic Patterns can be used to trace
Letter-join’s pre-cursive patterns and
other shapes in a choice of fun
palettes. Magic Words allows any word
to be typed onto the screen and then
written over using a finger or a stylus
for letter and word practice.

Write it Right!
A new, fun activity

Write it Right selects groups of
pictures with words (easy, medium
and hard) for children to trace.

The activity
has
Kﬁ accompanying
z M sounds and
B g
& oot

fun animations
to encourage
children to
play and
practice their
letter shapes
over again.

f

LR L0 e

Wiite it Right!

sy
006 M=+ #N\X

NNV ALY
| 200 TV M| coce ¥ |

o © @8 6 1 @
Pre-ctirsive patterns cover sll writing shapes.

m/

LN L ' B E S
Watch patterns, such as jellies, with fun sounds.

Practice tracing patterns on IWBs or tablets.

Fun Worksheets are available for all the
pattern sets for handwriting practice using
pencils and crayons.

Letter-join Phonics

Combine cursive handwriting with phonics
In an easy and seamless way

children can practise tracing the
phonemes on whiteboards or

tablets. Schools can choose

between lead-in or no lead-in
Letter-join fonts for the words which
accompany the phonemes.

Letter-join provides a selection of fun
pre-cursive patterns for EYFS pupils
that cover all handwriting movements.
These encourage fine and gross motor
skills as a foundation to cursive
handwriting.

Letter-join's pre-cursive patterns are
grouped into logical sets of similar
shapes, and each pattem is animated,
accompanied by exciting sounds.

Patters can be watched on a PC or
tablet and children can follow the
shapes by ‘air writing®

Finer control can be gained by finger
writing on tablets or with a pencil
using the worksheets. Worksheets
consist of lines of patterns for tracing
using a pencil or crayon and a simple
drawing which can be ‘coloured-in*
using the patterns of that group.
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At home, Letter-join is the
forKSlchﬂdlmMﬂ\msvm
to the same resources as school.
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Letter-join offers a series of
worksheets to support KS1 SATs
which are not only great for
improving handwiting, but are
also perfect for the ravision of
‘spelling punctuation and
grammar.

There are 18 fun worksheets
confidence so they are SATs
ready. These worksheets can be
~downloaded from Resources »
Printouts » KS1.
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Key Stage 2

Longer passages. of

tendt, mritten speedily
and neatly, are the

aims. of KS2.

The Printouts tah in
PP
Resources section has W Generstor
many practice
qud&. M W Animatar
cover a aelection of G

| ard E oCessor
are puf«:t ‘:or l!ﬂl Primtouts
handwriting practice
m - Dictation

u Warm Up
AN fesources > u About

B

Why not try.. § e
SATs WORKSHEETS Lo
A series of worksheets to help with SATs
revision as well as reinforcing cursive
handwriting. Titles include Synoryms,
Antonyms and Prepositions, all topics that

will have been taught at school and all can
be found in Resources » Prinarouts » KSz2.

speed and stamina s
children can use the AT S
Dictation Escercices L (40ey  ANnti: Uta 40

| i

At biwwy  Niew

s Printouts

[ o
Aroryres pe
pozoai= )
P it ey oy b

- - anpd
gt e R, Antonyms are words
v ~—y - -

e e, s o s bl bt
The sk, ol gl b B (. .

The grompy pmvoem roe b sendlly, g homsn
Tha M. vy e vk o pors. s o

The ey Jusn, e senaby s Bt bk, b

Ot Co o et b i g o g o
oty e whrwre?

D = o il of $u Sight. chowr ot wnm = dhung.
ey P, 4 el & Mt dwed 1 ok
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How to sit comfortably

Sit with a straight
back, not leaning
over the page

Sit right back
in the seat

chair close
4 in to the
table

Full the

Seating and handwriting positioning for
left-handed children

Left-handed children may find it difficult to follow
right-handed teachers as they demonstrate letter
formation (and vice versa). Teachers should demonstrate
to left-handers on an individual or group basis.

# Left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a
right-handed child so that they are not competing

for space.

* Pupils should position the paperbook to their left side
and slanted, as shown.

# Pencils should not be held too dose to the point as
this can interrupt pupils’ line of vision.

* Extra practice with left-to-rght exemises may be
Necessary before pupils write left-to-right automatically.

2

Paper pesitioning for
right-handed children.

| §

How to hold a pencil correctly using the tripod pencil grip

eoth right and l=ft handed children should be
encouraged to use the tripod grip which allows the pen/

pencil to be held securely whilst allowing controlled
movements of the pen/pencil nib.

1 Grip the pencil with your index finger and thumb with
the nib pointing away

2 With your free hand, spin the pencil from underneath.

3 Use your middle finger to support the underside
of the pencil.

Fine Motor Skills Warm Up Exercises

Finger and Hand Exercises
Here are some fun warm up exercises to wake up your fingers and
hand muscles befora you start to write,

Click here for PDF >
Click here for Tripod Grip Rhyme >

Pencil Activities

ACTION |DESCRIPTION
Finger | Put the tips of your fingers together ard straightsn your fingers by
Stretehes | cushing your fingertips ageinst =ach other.

Rep

times.

Touch the table with one finger at a time from each hand like you

Play the
Pians =re playing the zisnz.
Sta-t iowly 2nd g=t faster
Fishing | ut your sitows on the table, ke=g your hands soert, sgussss your
Heoks fingars tagether and pai 1= the =k
Xz=p your knuskles straight and make = hosk with your fingers.
Hold, then straighter fivs times.
Fireworks | Make a fist with both hands and hoid them tigl
Ther It your fingers go like exploding firmas:
Azcest five times.
Take a Fut your =ibows on the table, ke=p your hands apart, squeeze your
Bow fingars togather and point them to the sky.

Send your knuckies but kesp your fingers straight 5o your fingers
Bow to mach other.
Rzzeat 5 fimes.

Practice holding your pencil correctly by using our tripod grip rhyme.

ACTION

DESCRIPTION

Quack,
Guack
Fingers

Start your warm up by msking a beak with your thumb and first
finger on both hands.

Mak them quack twice, then do the same with your other
fimgers.

Ruly-poly
Pencil

L=y your pencil Mt scross your fingsrs,
Use your thumb Bo roll it beckwards ard farwers.
Hew try it with your cther hand.

Crawling
Caterpillar

trald your pencil ready iz writs.

Mave the pencil through your three fingers to the top like =
cramling caterpillar

Wihen you get o the oz, make your ceterpiller crawl back down
2gain!

Helicopter
Twirls

Held your pencil in the middle with your thres comect firgers.
Makie = twising helicozter by mavieg your fingers ore ot = Sme
from one side of the pencil to the other,

Nowr you are ready for handwriting!

h

Tripod grip for lefi-handed children. Paper positioning for

Ieft-handed children

KIS THE KRS0 S
“ILMP UP AND DOWR

VAN THE s S
TROT AROUMD THE ROOM.
NOW GALLOP"

oA THE Ca s
“WALK SIDEWAYS. ™

RSN THE Lm0 ar5:
“STAND ON ONE LEG AND
LEG"

L=

Tur-footind shondieg
g wskh wesing cre

Bolance on laft foek. than

bakance om righk fock

Taks side slaps one
wey, than, tha cthar,

4 THE TR S5
“TAKE GREAT BIG STEPS."

9

MK THE ELEPYT S
ST ME UR”

Tada Limg atridkes Freband o Lt up o
arnued H soom. sy skjact

A THE L s
“STRETCH UP AS FAR
AS VDU CAN.”

ES

!

Sirebeh up and by ond
touch, the sading.

O T 180G 5
“HOP UP AS HIGH AS.
TOU CAR”

Haps an o lag. than
e tha st lag

Click here for A4 posters >

or click each picture to enlarge.

JPR— sacan et v
UMLK A COW." “SLITHER ALOMNG THE
FLOOR"
e
(AL Y
LT

Murve arma up cnd
o in. milking aclion.

IR THE P S oL THE v S LY THE B S
“CHASE YOUR TAIL ROUND “WADOLE FROM SIDE CFLAP YOUR ARMS UP
ARD ROUND.” TO SIDE" AND DOWK."
v,
&

i

Sgin orund Stured stroacht sed bt
tha apok Jrom Lt tn sight

o T B s
“WALK 08 ALL FOURS."

Mimse cvoud an
s, cnd .

Fois ams up and doe,
paken, frocing dmun,

Thank you for your continued support at home.
For additional guidance please watch the following video. How to log in at home - https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/videos/homelogin.mp4
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Cursive Lower Case Letters
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ABC D E
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